[bookmark: _Hlk65685574]MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT SWINDON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 18th MARCH 2026 at 7.30PM

PRESENT: -                               MRS Y NOCK (CHAIRMAN) PRESIDING
      PRESENT COUNCILLORS:   MR T RICHARDS, MRS S OLIVER, MRS N JAMES                                                         
      APOLOGIES :-                           MR R LEES, CCLR V WILSON, MR G BOWEN                                                                                
      OTHERS :-                                 MRS S FARLEY CLERK, MR R PAINTER,
                                       
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS –
Section 17 – reminds Parish Councils to review if any of the decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have implications in relation to crime, disorder, anti-social behavior or community safety in general.
Cllr Lees: as a member of South Staffordshire District Council (SSDC), will reconsider any planning applications at District level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at that tier and at District level will declare an interest arising from membership of this Parish Council when expressing a view on any relative matters

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: - 

Online payments authorised at the meeting by Cllrs – 
· Monthly bank charges – 10/1/26 – 9/2/26  - £4.25
· S Farley – Clerk wages - £680.00
· HMRC – Clerk tax - £170.00
· South Staffordshire Council – Grounds maintenance Q4 2025/26 - £36.74
· Sovereign Play Systems Ltd – 2nd installment for play area upgrade - £3750.62

MATTERS ARISING:-

· Police Report: We had been notified by email from PCSO Rathbone that we would not receive a report in future as they can be accessed via the Staffordshire Police webpage. PCSOs will however continue to attend Council meetings as and when permitted by time. 
We had also received the following information from Chief Inspector Lee Walker: “I would like to update you on a number of operational changes that will be implemented across South Staffordshire in the coming weeks. These adjustments are designed to enhance our ability to respond to calls for service promptly and to ensure we maintain an effective policing footprint across the district. To improve coverage and reduce response times, frontline officers will now be distributed more evenly across South Staffordshire. At present, response officers begin their tour of duty at Codsall Police Station, and, following briefing with their Sergeant, are deployed by the Force Control Room to incidents across the area.
However, given the extensive geography of our district, operating from a single parade location can result in longer travel times to certain incidents. To address this, we will begin parading response officers from both Codsall Police Station and Wombourne Police Station. This is a positive and necessary step that will reduce travel time, improve efficiency, and support our commitment to providing timely and effective service to victims and communities. 
In addition, we are establishing designated deployment zones across all areas of South Staffordshire. Officers will be allocated to a specific zone at the start of their duty and will remain within that area to respond to calls for service and carry out proactive patrol activity. 
Please note that these changes relate solely to our response policing model. Neighbourhood Policing remains unchanged”
· New Site for SID: Contractors have applied for the permit to dig and, pending approval, have a prospective start date of 18/3/26.
· Play Area: Contractors proposed to complete the upgrade and repairs to the playing field on 23rd and 24th March. 
· Local Government Reorganisation in Staffordshire:  Clerk to send our choice of the options which is Option 4, 3 Unitary Councils.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS :-  

· 26/00229/FULHH  12 Penn Road. Two storey side extension, single storey front extension, new open porch and external alterations. Val 11.03.26, consult to 10.04.26, deadline 06.05.26. CO Sam Wilde.   No Objections
· 26/00220/TREE. Whitehall, Wolverhampton Road Himley. Notification of intent to carry out tree works in a conservation area alongside brook. T1 Offsite Willow- remove overhanging branch, T2 Willow-repollard, T3 Hazel - dismantle and remove, T4 Sycamore-repollard, T6 Elder- dismantle and remove, T7 Willow- repollard, T8 Sycamore- dismantle and remove. Val 04.03.26, consult to 02.03.26, Deadline 15.04.26. There are no TPOs involved. No Objections

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION :-  

· 25/00696/COU    Land east of Red Lane, Change of Use from agriculture to Sui Generis (situations which are distinct and thus not easily categorized) – to Dog Exercise Field.  Val 19.08.25, consult to.20.03.26 now extended to 16.03.26, expiry 31.03.26, C.O. Laura Moon.  Entrance and Car Park plans have been amended, and verge removed from site area.              
The land in the following application purports to be in Wombourne but part of it is actually in Himley Parish, joining the two parishes together.
· 25/01078/OUTM   Land North of Bridgnorth Road. Outline planning application (with all matters reserved except primary means of   access from Rosemary Road) for the construction of up to 90 dwellings with associated green, blue and grey infrastructure including ground remodelling and ancillary service infrastructure. Val 16.12.25, consult to16.03.26, expiry 16.03.26, C.O. Imogen Hopkin.   HPC objected:   Another report on flooding, another attenuation pool planned, about quarter size of existing pool.   This application will double the size of the existing site. Traffic is already very heavy at the existing junction and there have been an increased number of accidents since the construction of the existing estate so we only envisage this becoming worse. The development will add to the unrestricted sprawl, and will prevent neighbouring towns to not merge making these areas weak. We wish to preserve the setting of historic towns. There will also be an impact on the green belt across the area of the plan.  Please take these matters into account when considering this application.
Later objection: Further to Himley Parish Council’s objection on 24th December, please add the following objection to this application.       The southern boundary of the site is within a few metres of the Himley boundary, and a corner of the site is actually within Himley Parish, not in Wombourne. The boundary between the two parishes is shown by the blue line on your map, the drain/brook. Parishes should be kept apart from each other; and therefore, the whole development would be contrary to the following existing regulations: - 
The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of Green Belts are their openness and their permanence. Green Belt serves five purposes: a) to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; b) to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another; c) to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; d) to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and e) to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land. 
The general extent of Green Belts across the country is already established. New Green Belts should only be established in exceptional circumstances, for example when planning for larger scale development such as new settlements or major urban extensions.


PLANNING DECISIONS :- 

· 24/01056/FULM   Land at Park Farm.  The temporary development of a battery energy storage system (BESS) with ancillary infrastructure to provide balancing services to the electricity grid.                                                                                                                                                                                                   Access to site changed to B4176, Dudley Road.  Val 19.11.25, consult to 14.12.25, expiry 18.02.26, CO Imogen Hopkin. HPC objected.     Application was refused 18.02.26.   
In pursuance of their powers under the above-mentioned Act, South Staffordshire Council, hereby REFUSE permission for the development described in the above application. REASONS FOR REFUSAL: 1. The development would cause less than substantial harm to the Himley Conservation Area and, Registered Park (Grade II) and the setting of Himley Hall (Grade II*), through the introduction of large-scale engineered structures that harm the significance and erode the rural setting of these heritage assets. There is also heritage harm to Ice House (Grade II), Bridge between Rock Pool and Island Pool (Grade II), Pair of Lodges, attached Gates, Piers and Railings (Grade II). The proposal would introduce a visually intrusive and uncharacteristic feature into the rural landscape, which is highly visible from the walking routes through the Registered Park. Overall, the heritage harm and erosion of rural character in the local area outweigh the benefits of the proposal. As such, the proposal is therefore contrary to Paragraphs 187, 212-215 of the NPPF and Core Strategy Policies EQ3, EQ4, EQ12 and Core Policy 4
· Licensing: - Himley Hall World Cup Fan Zone, Men’s FIFA games
This is a time limited licence to run from Monday 15th June 2026 – Monday 20th July 2026
The applicant, HIMLEY LIVE LIMITED has applied for: -
Playing of Live and recorded Music – outdoors, Monday to Sunday 11am to 5am the day following
Late Night Refreshment and Alcohol-On sales outdoors, Monday to Sunday 11pm to 5am the day following
Premises Opening & Closing times, Monday to Sunday 11am to 5am the day following (The applicant has stated We will only Open for Home Nation Events).     Himley Parish Council is showing concern to the Licensing Authority over the noise levels, the sale of alcohol over a prolonged period which could lead to high levels of anti social behaviour when leaving the events, large crowd movements during the late evening and early hours of the morning, concerns over the park being closed to the public, car parking of high numbers of vehicles, but there are only specific points that we are allowed to object to.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS INCLUDING RESIDENTS COMPLAINTS :-

· Before our Annual Parish and Annual meeting on 27th May there will be a half hour Food Waste Roadshow at Swindon Community Centre at 7pm, by Staffordshire District Council, featuring the food recycling scheme which is being introduced nationally this year.          
· There will be a free seasonal wreath-making session 1st April, 10am to 1pm at Sytch Cemetery, booking is essential.
· We have received invitations from 1. Lunch & Learn, email 27TH Feb, to the new draft SRF Multi-agency Site Clearance and Remediation Framework on 13th March, 2. Government exchange on 25th Feb to ‘How to influence Whitehall and Westminster’ virtually 17th Mar, 3.  Rynat/Transend, training for playground inspections email 13.03.26. 
· The Community Foundation for Staffordshire & Shropshire are appealing for villages to join the Best Kept Village Competition. Are there any volunteers who would like to take part?


DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: -   Wednesday 22nd April 2026 at 7.30pm

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.10pm

PLEASE NOTE THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
WEDNESDAY MAY 27TH @7.30PM


COUNCILLOR VACANCIES  

There is 1 vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Himley Parish Council. Please contact the clerk via email if you would like further details regarding these at clerk@himleyparishcouncil.gov.uk




